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Resignations thin DMHOA leadership

Financial transgparency issues disrupt

manufactured home owners’ board

By Ron MacArthur
ronm@capegazette.com

Citing personal reasons, seven current
or past board members - including the
vice president and two treasurers - hayve
resigned from the Delaware Manufac-
tured Home Owners Association. But
those personal reasons appear to go deep-
er, cutting into the transparency of the or-

ganization that has been the voice of
130,000 manufactured home residents in
the state.

Former Vice President John Walsh of
Rehoboth Beach said several board mem-
bers have questions relating to what he
called the organization’s first full-scale au-
dit; they also want to discuss the audit
during a general membership meeting,
publish it on the organization’s website

and formally release it to the publie. Board
members said for two months, questions
about phone bills, mileage costs and even
a cable bill have not been answered. They
claim President Ed Speraw is stonewalling
them.

Speraw, who has been president since
the organization was formed in 2002, said
he is a vietim of lies and misinformation.
He also said there is no reason not to pub-
lish the results of an audit, but he says the
financial work done was not an audit. “It
was a compilation, a reconciliation like a
bank statement,” he said. “It's not what we
asked for.”

Speraw said he was the one who re-
quested an audit to answer questions
about DMHOA's finances and provide da-
ta to apply for grants.

“We are told it's not really an audit, 50 it
doesn't have to be released. It's nothing
more than a word game,” Walsh said.

Roberta Hemmerich of Lewes, who
served as treasurer for eight years, said
she joined with others to make public the
results of the financial report. “It should
have been done, and we tried to get it
done, but we couldn't,” she said. “That .
was the straw that broke the camel's back.
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